Is Your Sierra C3 or Denali Legitimate?

You can use information found in your truck’s Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) to determine if  your C3 or Denali is legitimate or a fake. Your truck’s VIN can be found on a metal tag affixed to the dashboard, near where the top of the dash and bottom of the windshield meet. It is viewed from outside the vehicle. It can also be found on labels affixed to the inside of the glove box door and the inside frame of the driver’s door. It is also found on the vehicle’s title and registration.

What do the seventeen digits of a vehicle’s VIN represent?

#1 Country Manufactured - The first character vehicle identification number (VIN) serial number identifies the country from which the vehicle was manufactured: U.S.A.(1 or 4), Canada (2), Mexico (3).

#2 Manufacturer  - Second vehicle identification number digit specifies the manufacturer: General Motors (G).

#3 Vehicle Type - Third vehicle identification number digit indicates the vehicle type or manufacturing division: (GMC).
 

#4 - 8 Vehicle Features - Fourth through eighth vehicle identification number digit reveals the vehicle features such as body style, engine type, model, series, etc.
 

#9 Accuracy Check Digit - The ninth vehicle identification number digit is a VIN accuracy check digit, verifying the previous VIN numbers.
 

#10 Model Year - Tenth vehicle identification number digit tells the model year: 2001(1), 2002 (2), 2003 (3).
 

#11 Production Plant - Eleventh vehicle identification number digit reveals the assembly plant for the vehicle.
 

#12 - #17 Sequential Number – The twelfth to seventeenth vehicle identification number digits indicate the sequence of the vehicle for production as it rolled of the manufacturer’s assembly line. 

A 2001 Sierra C3 will have a VIN like this:

2GTEK69U611000000

A 2002 Sierra Denali will have a VIN like this:
2GTFK69U621000000

Decode a sample C3 VIN: (2GTEK69U611000000)

2 = Canadian Built

G = General Motors 

T = GMC Truck

E = 6001 – 7000 GVWR and Hydraulic Brakes

K = 4x4

6 = Full Size Truck 1500 Luxury*

9 = Extended Cab

U = 6.0 liter V-8 engine (LQ4)*

6 = Check Digit

1 = 2001 model year

1= Oshawa, ONT Assembly Plant

000000 = Line Sequence

* Denotes VIN codes exclusive to the Sierra C3 model. A truck presented as a C3 that does not have these codes in positions 6 and 8 is a FAKE!

Decode a sample 2002 Sierra Denali VIN: (2GTFK69U621000000)

2 = Canadian Built

G = General Motors 

T = GMC Truck

F = 7001 – 8000 GVWR and Hydraulic Brakes

K = 4x4

6 = Full Size Truck 1500 Luxury*

9 = Extended Cab

U = 6.0 liter V-8 engine (LQ4)*

6 = Check Digit

2 = 2002 model year

1= Oshawa, ONT Assembly Plant

000000 = Line Sequence

* Denotes VIN codes exclusive to the Sierra Denali model. A truck presented as a Sierra Denali that does not have these codes in positions 6 and 8 is a FAKE!

Compiled by Randy Bell, with assistance from Butch Brochu and Mike Petrich. Information gleaned from documents presented by General Motors. Accuracy of content is deemed credible, but not assured.
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